
 
 
 

TO:   Principals, Activity Directors and DDF Coaches 
 
RE:  2008 State Drama, Debate and Forensics Competition 
  February 28-29, March 1, 2008 
 
DATE:  January 14, 2008 
 
FROM: Linda Park, ASAA DDF Liaison 
 
FOR:  Steve Johnson, DDF Tournament Director 
 
This memo is for all DDF coaches, activity directors and principals who may be sending 
competitors to the 2008 ASAA/First National Bank Alaska Drama, Debate & Forensics (DDF) 
State Championship.  Please review the enclosed information, which outlines tournament 
logistics and deadlines for entry submittal. The revised DDF Handbook (with Master forms) has 
been mailed to each member school. The handbook is also available on the ASAA web site – 
www.asaa.org (click on Handbook at the top of the front page, then scroll down until reaching 
the 2007-08 DDF Handbook). 
 
 
1. CONTACTS FOR MORE INFORMATION 

DDF Tournament co-Directors Shawnalee Whitney & Steve Johnson, Associate Professors 
of Communication ! UAA 

Phone: (907) 786-4391 ! 786-4190 (fax) ! Email – steve.johnson@uaa.alaska.edu

Linda Park, ASAA DDF Liaison  
Phone: 907.777-4557 ! 561-0720 (fax) ! Email - lindap@asaa.org

 
2. FORMS AND DEADLINES 

Please make sure your school has submitted the Master Eligibility Form to the ASAA office. 

Required DDF participation forms are enclosed. No entries will be accepted after the stated 
deadlines.  

!" The Official Entry From is due by Frida y, February 15, 2008 
!" The DDF Roster is due by Frida y, February 15, 2008 

 
3. VENUES AND SCHEDULE 

February 28 • West Anchorage High School 
February 29, March 1 • University of Alaska-Anchorage - 3211 Providence Drive 
March 1, 6:00 PM • Awards Program – Wilda Marston Theatre – Loussac Library – 36th and 
Denali 

Please refer to the enclosed schedule for details.  
(Note: The schedule is subject to revision.) 

 
4. DEBATE TOPICS 

 March debate topics will be used for the debate competitions.   

http://www.asaa.org/
mailto:steve.johnson@uaa.alaska.edu
mailto:lindap@asaa.org


5. PARTICIPATION FEE 

The per-student participation fee is $15. ASAA will invoice each school after the event. All 
schools are required to submit a PO (purchase order) when they submit their registration. 
 

6. AWARDS 

Medals are awarded to the top four performers in each category. 
 
7. ENTRY RESTRICTIONS 

a. A student may enter only one of the three Extemporaneous speaking categories. 

b. Small and large schools may enter two (2) students in each Extemporaneous category. 

c. The time for Extemporaneous drawing to begin is on the tournament schedule. Draw 
times for individual speakers will not be posted. 

d. A student may compete in more than one Interpretation event, however, if they win in 
more than one event, they must, within one week, identify which participant will go to 
the national tournament. 

e. Large and Small Schools may bring six (6) debate entries in any combination – Policy 
(CX), Lincoln-Douglas (LD) and Public Forum (PFD).  

  
8. JUDGING AND TABULATION 

a. Debate Ballots will be available to coaches after the third round. 

b. Coaches may check drama and forensics ballots after Round Two. Students may 
receive ballots from their coaches following Round Two tabulation. 

c. The number of judges in preliminary and elimination rounds will be dictated by judge 
availability. 

 d. Coaches accompanying teams should be available to serve as judges. Every effort will 
be made to avoid using coaches (so they may be with their teams) but there will be 
times when coaches will need to judge. 

e. Notify the Tournament Director of any additional judges accompanying your team as 
well as the dates and times they will be available to judge. 

 
9. RULE AND GUIDELINE REVISIONS 

A number of changes have been made to the DDF guidelines over the past couple of years. 
These are reflected in the handbook. Coaches are encouraged to review these changes. 
Highlights include: 
2006-07: 
!"Pantomime – Clarified that only ‘instrumental music’ is allowed as sound. No other type 

of sound effect is permitted. 
!"Extemporaneous Commentary – Handbook wording revised to read, “The speaker must 

be seated behind a desk when delivering the commentary.” 

2007-08: 
!"Debate – If debaters in CX, LD, or PF meet for a second time in the same tournament, 

they must reverse sides. 

!"Debate – The use of any electronic device (other than a timer) by a competitor in a 
debate round is prohibited. 

!"Duo Interpretation – Full blocking, as is requited in acting events, is prohibited. 



Other: 
Ensure the material for the performance is appropriate by asking yourself, “Does this 
belong in the classroom?” 

Schools in the host community will be required to supply music stands.   

10. WEBSITE 

This memo, forms and the handbook are available on ASAA’s web site:  www.asaa.org
 
11. ACADEMIC AWARD 

An academic award will be presented to the school with the highest team GPA in each 
classification, providing that there are at least three (3) participants from that school. 
Complete and fax the attached Academic Award Entry to ASAA no later than Tuesday, 
February 26, 2008.  

 
12 EVENT SUPERVISION 

ASAA requests each participating school to identify a faculty representative who is 
responsible for the conduct of its participants and students throughout the contest, as 
defined in the ASAA bylaws Article 10, Section 2: 

“A certified staff member or other person approved in advance by the principal or 
superintendent of a member school or district, must accompany and be in charge of a 
traveling team.” 

 
13. CODE OF CONDUCT 

ASAA requires that the coach read, discuss and sign the ASAA Code of Conduct with 
students participating in state championship events. Complete and fax the attached ASAA 
Code of Conduct no later than Tuesday, February 26, 2008.   

  
14. LODGING, TRAVEL AND TRANSPORTATION 

All schools are responsible for arranging and paying for their own lodging, travel and 
transportation. Please consider one of ASAA’s corporate partners when making your 
arrangements. Ask for  
Millennium Hotel    1-800-544-0553 (NOTE:  May not have rooms available at the ASAA rate.)  
Thrifty Car Rental 1-907-276-2855 

 
15. COACHES MEETINGS 

DDF Coaches should plan to attend a Statewide Coaches Business Meeting – Saturday, 
March 1 at 8:35 a.m. The room location will be announced at the beginning of the 
competition, during the Open Assembly. This is the only chance for DDF coaches from 
around the state to get together to discuss and address key issues affecting DDF 
participation, coaching and competition.  

http://www.asaa.org/


2008 ASAA/First National Bank Alaska 
State High School Drama-Debate-Forensics Championships 

 
Thursday, February 28 ¥ West Anchorage High School 
1:30 p.m. Check in and Registration (All coaches must register their teams!) 
2:00 p.m.  Opening Assembly ....................................................................... Cafeteria 
3:00 p.m.  Debate (Policy, Lincoln-Douglas, Public Forum) .......................... Round 1 
4:30 p.m.  Debate (Policy, Lincoln-Douglas, Public Forum) .......................... Round 2 
6:00 p.m. Tier One Events ........................................................................... Round 1 
  • Readers’ Theatre 
  • Mime 
7:30 p.m. Debate (Policy, Lincoln-Douglas, Public Forum) .......................... Round 3 
 
Frida y, Februar y 29 ¥ UAA Cuddy Center 
8:30 a.m. Tier One Events ........................................................................... Round 2 
10:00 a.m. Tier One Events ........................................................................... Round 3 
11:30 a.m. Debate (Policy, Lincoln-Douglas, Public Forum) .......................... Round 4 
1:00 p.m. Tier Two Events: .......................................................................... Round 1 
  • Humorous Interpretation 
  • Duet Acting 
  • Original Oration 
  • Solo Acting 
  • Expository Speaking 
2:15 p.m. Extemporaneous (Ex Com 2:25 p.m.).................................................Draw 
2:45 p.m. Tier Three Events ......................................................................... Round 1 
  • Extemporaneous Speaking - Foreign and Domestic 
  • Extemporaneous Commentary 
  • Dramatic Interpretation 
  • Duo Interpretation 
4:15 p.m. Tier Two Events ........................................................................... Round 2 
5:45 p.m. Extemporaneous (Ex Com 5:55 p.m.) ................................................Draw 
6:15 p.m. Tier Three Events ......................................................................... Round 2 
7:30 p.m. Debate .......................................................................................... Round 5 
 
Saturday, March 1 ¥ UAA Cuddy Center 
8:00 a.m. Debate................................................................................... Quarter-finals 
8:35 a.m. Statewide Coaches Business Meeting................................................. TBA 
9:30 a.m. Tier Two Events ........................................................................... Round 3 
11:00 a.m. Extemporaneous (Ex Com 11:10 a.m.)...............................................Draw  
11:30 a.m. Tier Three Events.......................................................................... Round 3 
1:00 p.m. Debate....................................................................................... Semi-finals 
2:30 p.m. All Drama and Interpretive Events .................................................... Finals 
3:30 p.m. Extemporaneous (Ex Com 3:40 p.m.)......................................Draw Finals 
4:00 p.m. All Platform and Extemporaneous Events ........................................ Finals 
5:15 p.m. Debate .............................................................................................. Finals 
 
Saturday , March 1 ¥ Marston Theatre 
6:30 p.m. Awards and Command Performances 


